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Kolkata,being the mother lode of literature and art is doubtless a dream city for artists and art
aficionados.Let's introduce this week, a banker who fortuitously made his way to the city and
venerated theatrical art.

Shyam Sukumaran,
Chief Manager (Technical),
Union Bank of India.

Shyam was born to the teacher duo-Shri Sukumaran and Smt. Sasikala in 1984 in
Valancherry.The selection to the 'Balasangham' acting camp was ongoing amid the vacation
days after his fourth grade.His instinctual and eased out perfomance as a bus conductor assured
his selection.The camp which lasted for around 15 days helped him with refining his meticulous
attention to seemingly trifle details and curiosity to learn, though being away from home
bothered him a bit.Truth be said,meeting up with new friends and being in the world of
story,poetry,singing and acting incessantly ,for him,was a different experience
altogether.Thereon unfurled his delitescent talent as a playwright.From another camp to street
dramas and performances at school to a plethora of opportunities coming along, he could have
a sharper and indepth insight of the quintessential pathway of artistic endeavours he was about
to embark on and trail along for the rest of his life.

When he was in sixth grade, he went on a trip to Goa along with a group of artists.This, had
inturn,a multitude of traits and expressions of human beings,deep imprinted on his mind.

Shyam won accolades at school and sub district levels in mono act, tabla, drama and other
competitions,however, his artistic endeavours slowed down and turned a bit cold during his
college days.

Shyam did his Pre-degree at MES in Valanchery and Engineering Degree at Chennai. He was so
withdrawn during those days that he didn't show up much as an artist except for some minor



interventions as an organizer of festival related events in Chennai.

Not so long after college, he worked as a teacher and soon joined CET in Thiruvananthapuram,
for pursuing his MBA.He started his career as a project executive in KSIDC under Government of
Kerala.He had his reincarnation as an artist afer he got posted as Manager (Technical) in Union
Bank of India.His first posting was at Kolkata well-acclaimed for arts and cultural activities. He
got married to Dr. Ambika in 2011and they have two children- Nithara and Nihira. Ambika, who
practises as an Ayurvedic doctor, is presently contemplating to come up as an entrepreneur.

The job at Union Bank marked a sudden change in his artistic career.Though the seamless city
made him frantic a bit in the outset,the banner 'Kerala-Kolkata Festival' which caught his eyes
on a boredom-tainted evening trip, took his life to a novel trail.

He would get close to people very quickly and the theatrical venues in Kolkata soon became the
destinations to which he frequented. He directed as many as ten plays, and acted significant and
insignificant roles either in other plays.Those who acted in the plays directed by him were
awarded.What else would he have expected to be ever happier than this?He made his debut in
the play 'Veerasrinkhala'. In Francis T Mavelikkara's play 'Bhimasenan’, his role as Arjuna caught
the attention of the audience.

He directed the children's play 'lvide Rajavu'(by Mullanezhi) which bestowed him enough
confidence as a director.What followed proved to be a milestone in his life when he directed
Karivallur Murali's 'Kuruthippadam' which caught widespread recognition by virtue of
capitalising on harnessing technological advancements in all it's excellence. The play which had
75 artists on stage acting out different roles and 30 artists off stage witnessed Shyam playing the
role of Comrade A V Kunjambu and it showcased his talent as a director.What came along with
it was evolution from being a part of amateur drama to the very embodiment of
professionalism.He also played a small role in a short film as a part of the project of the Satyajit
Ray Film Institute in Kolkata, which bagged a National Award in the Non-Feature category.

Later on,he directed a few plays based on the work of A. Santhakumar,native of
Kozhikode.Rarely did Shyam acted in the plays directed by him. Ms Subina Balakrishnan,an
actress which played a noteable role in 'Sheershasanam'(by Riyas) won the Best Actress award
at the competition hosted by Sangeetha Nataka Academy.Plays titled 'Oru Desham Nuna
Parayunnu', 'Ghatakarparanmar' and 'Daaham' merits mention among his directorial ventures.
Vivek Chandrasekhar won Sangeetha Nataka Academy Award for the Best Actor for 'Baithul
Firdaus' directed by Shyam and written by Aziz Peringode. Other significant plays are
'Kuriyedathu Thathri','Radheyanaya Karnan' and 'Recycle Bin' which centred around
Perarivalan,all of which were exemplary and satiating experiences,as he recounts.

Though poetry, singing and football are his hobbies oftentimes,what deserves a mention
especial of him,would be of his role as an organizer.He moved to Kozhikode from Kolkata in
2016, and with Abdul Salam alongside him,premeditated Saturnalia-The cultural extravaganza
organized by Union Bank of India Staff Recreation Club which indeed the Unionites can talk in
lengths about on account of the excitement it invokes in the likeness of a College Youth Festival.
(Salam has been featured as a talented banker through this column before). The event was well



lauded and it's worth mentioning that Shyam's talent as an organizer won recognition of the
management and staff.

Talented Bankers Community wishes that Shyam would continue to mesmerize the audience
with his creative pursuits.May he set an example to the banking fraternity to keep on nurturing
our talents, whatsoever we are innately in blessed possession of,despite being amidst our hectic
lives as bankers.



